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The following are the Parent Policies and Procedures of 

SportsOhio Summer Camps
The following are the policies and procedures of SportsOhio Camps. 
A.  PARENT PARTICIPATION POLICY

All camps maintain an “open door policy,” meaning that we welcome and encourage parental participation in his or her child’s camp experience.  He or she shall be permitted unlimited access to the camp during its hours of operation for the purpose of contacting their children, evaluating the care provided by the camp, or evaluating the premises.  Upon entering the premises, we simply ask that he or she notify a camp counselor of their presence. We want to work closely with parents while their children attend camp.  We will share news about our programs through:

· Brief chats when children are picked-up or dropped-off

· Daily posted schedules

B.  DISCIPLINE POLICY

Both our philosophy and state law prohibit the use of physical punishment or verbal abuse.

We want to teach children to respect themselves and others.  We want children to learn to use equipment properly.  We provide many opportunities for children to meet with success.  We encourage children to try and to discover that they are capable of succeeding and valued for trying to succeed.

Any camp counselor in charge of a child or a small group of children shall be responsible for their behavior, in keeping with the discipline policy established by the SportsOhio Camps.

Camp counselors will discuss with the children the relationship between the rules of sports and games and the rules that are needed to be followed.  We want to encourage the children to respect other people so that they learn respect for themselves.  Additionally, we also want the children to learn how to cooperate and participate in a team atmosphere.

We at SportsOhio understand that discerning right from wrong is a continual learning process; we shall first talk to the child when unacceptable behavior occurs.  We will then attempt to redirect the child to appropriate activities and behavior.  If the unacceptable behavior is recurring, we may temporarily separate the child from the group.  This is a last resort and should not exceed 3-5 minutes, depending on the child’s age.  If the child continues to misbehave the parent will then be notified with a phone call and appropriate action will be discussed with the parent/guardian. During this time, the child will be supervised by a camp counselor.  We hope that this will encourage the child to understand the importance of acceptable behavior patterns. 

No camp counselor/coach at camp may ever:

· Shame or belittle a child

· Label children negatively

· Shout at children

· Use physical disciplinary techniques

· Use isolation as a form of punishment

C.  COMMUNICABLE DISEASE & ILL CHILD POLICY

Parents are expected to keep children home when they have any of the following symptoms:

· Fever 

· Severe coughing

· Diarrhea

· Untreated or infected skin patches

· Evidence of lice, scabies or other parasitic infestation

· Visual change in skin color

· Difficult or rapid breathing

· Vomiting

If any of these symptoms develop while a child is at camp, his/her parent will be notified that the child must be picked-up immediately.  While waiting for the parent to pick-up the child, he/she shall be placed in an area removed from the other children.  The child shall remain within the sight and hearing of a camp counselor at all times and shall be made comfortable.  

Children who have been discharged for illness or contagious disease may return:

· 24 hours after all symptoms are gone

· Written permission from a licensed physician may be considered/required

All employees shall review this policy.  All employees shall be apprised of the necessity of washing their hands after visits to the restroom, handling equipment and prior to working with any food.  All equipment either used by a sick child or which comes in contact with a child’s face or mouth shall be disinfected after each use.  No employee that is experiencing any of the symptoms mentioned above shall report to work at the camp and if the symptoms arise while at the camp, shall immediately inform the administrator and be dismissed for the remainder of the work day.

No child shall be administered any medication unless written authorization has been received from the parent or guardian and the administration of the medication has received the approval of the administrator.  Such medication must be prescribed by a physician specifically for that child and must still be in its original container from a prescription written by a doctor.  Parents must complete Sports Ohio Camp medication form and must hand the medicine and form directly to the administrator or his designee.

Camp counselors will:

· Give medicine according to the doctor’s directions

· Keep all medicine out of children’s reach and properly stored

· Return all empty prescription containers to the parent.

SportsOhio Camp cannot administer medicines that will mask the symptoms of contagiousness (i.e. Tylenol and other fever reducers).

In the event that a child is mildly ill, and does not exhibit any of the symptoms set forth above, such child shall be placed in a separate area and given the opportunity to rest.  Such child’s parent shall be immediately notified and the child will be discharged from the camp upon the parent’s request.  Such child shall be within the sight and hearing of an employee of the camp at all times.  The administrator shall regularly observe the child for signs and symptoms of worsening condition.

D.  MEDICAL/DENTAL EMERGENCY PLAN

The first aid kit is located in the camp center and travels with the children on “walking field trips” (to and from each SportsOhio facility).

Every child’s file, which includes the medical emergency form, is located at Field Sports. 

EMERGENCY TREATMENT:

In the event of a medical or dental emergency, camp counselors will follow the parental instructions on the child’s medical emergency form.  If emergency transportation is required, a camp counselor will accompany the child to the source of emergency care and will remain with the child until the child’s parent or guardian assumes responsibility for the child’s care.  The child’s records will be transported with the child to the source of emergency assistance.

In the event that a parent has refused to grant consent for emergency treatment transportation, an alternate plan, devised by the parent and approved by SportsOhio will then be followed.

If an incident occurs that is minor (i.e., scratches), the attending camp counselor will administer first-aid treatment and complete a SportsOhio incident report. This report will be given to the parent when the child is picked-up that day.

E.  FOOD SERVICE PLAN (Full day camps only)
SportsOhio will provide lunch and an A.M./P.M. snack for each child enrolled in the camp.  The noon meal will be served from Field Sports concession stand to every child present at the camp.

Parents wishing to provide a lunch for their child in lieu of those provided by the camp may do so.  Any lunches brought from home will be stored in the refrigerator at Field Sports.  This lunch must be labeled with the child’s name and must be dated.  Any items remaining in the refrigerator will be discarded at the end of each day.

F.  SUPERVISION PLAN

· SportsOhio will maintain a ratio of no more than ten children per counselor.

· Because all bathrooms at the SportsOhio complex are for public use, all children will be accompanied by a camp counselor to the bathroom.  Under no circumstances may a child be in the bathroom unattended.

· The children will receive athletic/sport instruction in each of the five SportsOhio facilities.  These will be considered walking trips and parents are required to sign a permission form for these walking trips.  A daily schedule will be posted in the camp center informing parents of each day’s scheduled walking trips.

· During the walking trips campers will walk in a small group with 1 counselor in the front and 1 counselor in the back. Any additional counselors will walk beside the campers. Campers are to walk with the pace of the group; no camper should be running ahead or walking slowly behind the group. 

· Before leaving Field Sports, each counselor is required to count the campers and compare with the days attendance. When leaving the field trip the counselors are again required to count the group and not leave until the count matches the attendance for that day. 

G.  SAFETY PLAN

· No child is ever left alone or unsupervised 

· Staff has direct access to a telephone at all times

· During athletic/sports instruction, children will wear the appropriate protective gear (i.e., batting helmets) and will be supervised at all times.

· Before leaving Field Sports all campers should apply sunscreen to any exposed skin. 

WALKING, ROUTINE, OR FIELD TRIPS:

· A completed permission form signed by the parent must be on file for each child.

· A first aid kit will be taken on each trip.

DROP-OFF / PICK-UP SAFETY:

· Each parent will be required to sign-in and sign-out their child daily.  
· No child will be released to an adult other than the parent or those listed on the child’s emergency sheet.  
